_ THE EPIPHANY: | 
| A SEATONIAN PRIZE POEM. | 


a WILLIA M B o7 LL4 ND, M. . 


or TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. NE 


0 "Ace bon aal, „ 


e NUNcIA¹AT SIDERUM PRASENTIA. 
nr UNIV ER SLS NUrER ORTUM GENTIBUS. 


Mt; HIERON, VIDE uy vun. 18, — 


CAMBRIDGE, 


PRINTED BY Jo BURGES PRINTER To THE UNIVERSITY ; 


AND SOLD BY. 1. DEIGHTON, CAMBRIDGE ;- F. AND Do RIV icio. 
„ raur's CHURCHYARD, AND J. HATCHARD, | 
. 3 PICCADILLY, LONDON. 5 


1799 


. 


oo Tlils PORTICAL ESSAY ON. EL _ 


N . 3 | | | : | | - - 7 e : | . 


oy 


r 


b * 
* e 
„ r N your 


55 dP ater 


eee 


m Hy praise, 0 Sun, | who, by e oy ” Alnighy's J hand . 


8 ri di in | the centre of this spacious world, 
5 Sitst iron d in x «plendor, and with lost ring care 


5 Pour ot, from thy stores of undiminish 4 fire, 5 : To 


5 ; Light, warmth and nourishment on helpless Man: ” 


Or thine, 0 Moon, that with a paler ray, . 


1 T ho' not less friendly, 5 'mid the solemn gloom, 


2 When Darkness casts it * mantle c o'er r the Earth, 


e | AIR WER Yn, Fc es». — |» KITE — a 


And Nature sleeps i in peace, very ben 
; Rizest, in v 5imple majesty array 'd, 
| | With silver lustre from the face of Heaven | 
. To chase the dusky clouds, disarming Night 
5 of half ber terrors; ; 5; —grateful would T eing — a” 
= For well your: names deserve : a nobler lay! 
Nor dor you the muse e forgets, ye brilliant lost! 
. That, 0 er the \ vast, immeasurable tract | 
of firmament with lust arrangement Spread, | 
b Spangle the wide expanse; Whether to Men, 7 
As Planets known, that round their central Sun 85 
Move i in | harmonious order; or those spheres 
of wand ring flame, that, with portentous glare, 


5 Beyond the reach of mortal Knowledge * we roll 


1 5 Spaces incomprehensible;” 5 or  those | 


5 Minuter fires fix di in remotest air 


At distance 80 immense their fading gleam 


| Scarce indes on the philosophic eye. 


Bor tho' the glorious theme might well command | 


T hi obedient Muse to o strike the sIlent ating; 2: : 


Tho' Fancy, pon@ri ring 0 er the grand design 


| of Nature 8 work, burns with a fond desire 


; To paint the beauties of the glowing 5 scene, 5 . 


5 creation I | Fourth great Miracle, yet still 


5 A brighter blaze bursts on her ravish' a right, 


- Calls forth her powers, and tunes the e tongue to praise: 


N That w ond' rous star, that, in i the eastern  5ky 


4 Majeatic rising, to Judea- 8 land 


oy Tr rac d it 8 ihumin d path to mark the clime, 


5 From whence, a as erst t by holy Prophet told, 
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. ˙ A ² nets 5 Amt, 


JCöͤöÜ“ê EPIPHANY ; 
To Israel should. a mighty Prince be born, 


The King and Saviour of: a fallen Race, | | 


0 nov! pure essence of etherial Light, 


T hou Morning Star of Immortality ! oo 
7 low shall I tell the Vlessings, which thy) rays Y 
85 Diffus a. on | mortals: ? At thy rising rose 
5 The Sun of Merey, and to man unbarr 4 5 


Ds The erystal portals of Eternal I Day: 


os Content to wound, no o longer. to destroy; „ 


15 Tremendous echoing thro' her deepest vaults, 1 


| | Heay 4 a convulsive groan : as of that hour | 


. Prophetic, W hen from her exhaustless womb 


e Death stood aghast, and dropt his x venom! d ear, 1 


And caves of blackest night, the conquer d Grave : 
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Millions Shall rise to second life the heirs. 


of wealth divine, and never r ending joy ! $ 


Br anxious « hopes inspir 0 with raptur ra eye es 


"The Nations s saw the long expected Sign; 1 


- And prompt t to pay the adoration due, 


7 His cloud-c capt head; 5 and giant Ararat, 


A pious band of Sage es from the East, 
With choicest gifts, and richest treasures stor d. 
1 Bent to Jerusalem their destin d course: 5 
W. hether from Persia's s distant ele they came, 


W here Caucasus, aspiring mountain, rears. 


Upon 1 the mirror of Araxes' wave, 5 


1 Throus his stupendous image: or that land, 


- On which in earliest time the Sons of x men, 
= With impious hands, and bold precumption, 1 rais 4 


Babel's 5 


„ e e 
g Babel J proud tower, that first vain monument 


Of mad Ambition or the torrid plains, | 


Where parch' d Arabia to the Solar blaze 


” Expands her andy bosom; or hose wales, = 


Refregh' d by many a stream, where Tigris winds 
His mazy way, and vast Euphrates rolls 1 ; 
A sea of waters—my 1 uncer rtain Pen 
Recounts not: — Soon as Jealous Herod heard 
; | That | journeying Sages Sought: a new born Prince, 
> And hail 4 him lsrael 8 monarch, he conven Wa 5 
The priests and learned Elders of the tate, 
T1 hat from their gather” d wisdom he might find = 
What place Should boast the blest Messiah's birth; _ 
- Inform” 4 that Bethlchem * was the chosen __ 
85 By Micah sung. the King i in secret met 
„ Th enquiring Strangers, and with strictest Search 


| Bade 


Bade them to \ 5eok the promis d child, that He, 5 
With regal h pomp adorn d, might i issue > forth 


: To offer worship! to the infant Prince. 


0 MATCHLESS Uypocrite! Thy cruel mind 
Was ne” er enlighten” d by the faintest park 
L | of pure devotion! 0⁵ er 'a | Saviour" s fate 


Murder s. Sat brooding, and with bells! art 


Beneath Religion s borrow” d vest conceal'd | 
Ambition s thirsty dagger! For thy Pride, 
e By rage inflam' d, and power“ 8 insatiate lust, 
Could little brook a rival near the throne. 


: Upon thy brow J udea' 8 diadem, 


= By lauless force usurp' d, sat tremulous; = 
RE And i in thy hand the bloodstain' a sceptre Shook. 
Tyrant! Thy eyes shall « see at that dread day 55 1 


When 


5 ern e 


W hen: at the bar of an | all-judging 0⁰ 


5 Thon stand t arraign' 'd, when Bethlehem” 55laughter d babes 


Y W ith lisping tongues shall testify thy crimes, 


8 And weeping mothers on thy guilty head 


_ Call loud for vengeance, then halt thou behold. 
- That infant Saviour, that forgiving Lord, 
The Sinner g Ady ocate ;—His bou nteous love 
8 ball, at that awful hour, extend it” o grace 
+ Efen en to: a  wretch like thee, wall plead thy 6 cause 
5 All-eloquent, and with a parent” 8 zeal. 
(0 boundless Merey!) stretch his Saving arm 


To «natch ty oul from everlasting Death. 


: As, when of old the Sons of Israel fled | 
5 From Pharaoh. 8 wrath, and o'er r the trackless wild 


of Ethan 8 waste pur sued their dubious march, 


Before the camp a fiery pillar 1 mov d, 

5 Divinely bright, to guide t their erring steps, 

- And point to paths secure; 50, when thy gates, : 
Jerusalem, pourd forth the ilustrious train 
of Sages, that benignant Star, whose beams 

| First led them in a foreign land to seek 


Thi expected King, to Bethlchem' 8 | honor d wall. 


8 1 With faithful light held it s directing course. 


- Joyful they 8 saw, and follow! d; ill on a high 


Sudden the auspicious meteor $opt i it” 8 flight, 


. And 0 er r the sainted habitation hang 


le. 8 heavenly lamp, —They « enter d; but 1 no root. 
By marble columns propt, no fretted dome 
of rich device, and costly workmanship, 
No spacious chamber, on 1 whose lofty Sides, | ” 
_ Or by the Painter' 5 art, or curious band 


HP 


Of Skilful Semptress wrought, th' heroic tale 5 
8 Spoke f from the canvas, or in tapestry breath! 4 


W ith mimic life,—receiv" d the goodly throng ; 5 


5 But! in a a simple dw elling 8 meabest room 


; T heir prince thy found, — There c on a Mother I knee, 


His only 1 hrone, i in  artless i innocence. 


— The Babe sat smiling ; — Monarchs of the | Earth bs 


- Turn not disdainful from this humble scene; 


8 Though 0 er r his limbs 1 no > Tyrian purple flow” 4 


ET In graceful folds, 5 nor - from his circled head 


: The. diamond glitter a or the ruby blaz d; 
(Mere pomp, and outward signs of royalty) 
5 Yet \ W as ; his Glory greater far, than chat 
or 5cepter' 4 Solomon on ivory throne, 8 
: N ith Ophir- I gold inlaid, | high-seated, when 


5 To hear his w isdom, from the farthest out, 5 


Sheba's 1 


Sheba' 8 fair a Queen with Sah due appear 1. 
- 'Tis not a Crown (50 happy Britons feel) | 
Bespeak the King; but Dignity of mind, 
Imperial Virtue! | —At his infant feet 
Prostrate they fel; then from their caskets took 


The precious treasures, Frankincense, whose sweets 


| Perfume Sabæa 8 gale, and fragrant My n 


EE Wept by Arabian shrub, and purest Gold, 


An ample Offering: these with liberal hands. 
Presented and each mark of wo orship paid, 
77 Tach rite perform! d, back to their native homes 


5 The favour d Sages took their peaceful way. 


0 greatly good and a justly titled wise! 


8 First i in the catalogue of Learning's 8 sons, 5 


| Deep- graven by the master-hand of Ty "ruth, ; 
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Y our names all live to teach presumptuous minds, 
That Nan“ 8 best Wisdom is—To know his G0 
0 emen fount! how far r thy lucid pring 


Transcends the muddy scource, from whence mankind. 


- Drink carthly Knowledge! Not the viewless height 


5 of Teneriffe, compar d to some mall hill 


i Rais d by t the mole, blind miner, can o present : 


N A wider contrast: Not the Altanic main 


| Surpasses n more : the scantiest rivulet, 
| That pours it s shallow rribute t to his hore. 


CE He, | * ho with patient toil « consumes the lamp . 8 


At midnight, and 0 er dusty records pores 


- | Laborious, to des with nice research 


5 The arts and manners of departed days; $; , 5 
Or, who, with 2eal more e active, callies for th. _ 
To traverse seas and lands unknown before; 3 


we 


roru. 18 
Who vic views with equal. eye the gather“ d snows 
” of frozen Zembla, or the scorching sands - 
of Zaara's 8 desert, be, by bought sedue 4 
Fr rom | his firm 1 purpose, boldly | presses on, 
and from the Equator to the distant Poles, 


Opening the World' s great volume, with delight 


| Reads living Nations lle his s health, his hours, 


His substance wastes to raise a tott ring ple 


of useless knowledge, if he knows not Him, 
dy ho 1 moves, informs, and animates the Whole: 
Th is Ignorance all! all Vanity! and ery es 


= : Tc 0 lecture children and make ideots stare. 


| ApyROACH, yo Proud! who cradled in the lap 
: of Soft indulgence, and of titles, w cealth, 


And power possest thro” Pleasure” 8 flowery meads 


Vnthinking | 5 
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_ 'Vuthinking rove, nor, from the fond pursuit | 
A moment bause to contemplate that God, 
Vho showers each lessing « on your worthless heads; | = 
5 Approach! and from adoring Sages learn | AN. 
Th' inctrudtive lesson of Humility! 
"Tis not the tinsell d robe of gay parade. 
Vor: the loud plaudits of a thousand tongues; _ 
15 'Tis not to hine in Courts, or to command 
Thi attentive. ears of listening Senators; 
5 "Tis not the laurel | in the tented field . 
: Pluckt amid wounds and death, Nor that 1 renown, 


| T ranscendent tho. it 8 value, which awaits 


7s Those gallant chiefs, to thy maternal : arms, 
og. 2. Britannia, justly dear, who o'er the \ waves 


; "With dauntless courage have to victory led 


. Thy foating bubwarks, and to hostile chores 


7 Thundring | 
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| T hund'ring defiance whisper d peace to | thine; | 8 2 
'Tis not these mark d distinctions can alone 
5 Ennoble Man, and fit him for the Skies; ; 
No! "tis that inward worth, which passing ; chew 
Directs to good; that modest purity, 5 = , 


_ That breathes it s  hallow” d influence « 0 er the heart, 


And wakes it to devotion; that, amid 


1 1 he scoffs, and censures of a an idle world, 


_ Strengthens the just esche, which bids us e en 


( heaven demands 80 large a werfe) 


OY Our fortune, friends, and countr ry to forego, 


_ Circing celestia 1 Majesty, which God 


3 And like the Sages, whom the Muse has sung, 


Praxe 6 ever * danger i in the cause of God. 
Briour Emanation of that hallow' d Fire 


_ So 5 


8⁰ oft has chosen to impart his will, 
5 T hou—Messenger of bliss, how this exceeds 
| T hy former missions! When to Abraham sent = i 


I by flame e consum- 0 the parted Sacrifice; 


DES or from the burning bush on Horeb's s 0 


5 Beam d forth divine commands, or from the rock | 
In J exreel) 8 ; vale on  Gideon' 8 doubting mind 


| Conviction flash' a, then 1 was 5 thy partial a ad 


\ Exerted to defend the Single tribe 


e ot w wan wil ring Israel; but when o'er the plains 


of Bethlehem thy conducting lustre cone, 


5 | A guardian Saviour smil d amid thy beams, 


= His promise Heaven: s rewards, a Word his care! 


Lirr up your heads, ye everlaxting Gates, 


5 The King of Glory comes! He comes to clothe. 


This 


FEES 8 as ? 
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. This m nortal i in | the unperichable gard 


= 15 of Immortality! 1 Hear it, ye Dead, 


T i Hear the glad ridings! and with trembling hope | 


Expect that day, when, at the Archangel' 8 trump, - 


- - From the long Sleep of many thousand | years 


ve Shall awake, —awake to sleep 1 no more ; 8 „ 


88 = Hear it, 0 living Man! Ere greedy Death 


Consigns thee to the prison | of the Tomb, 


© | Hear and be wise! seek thy Redeemer” s throne; go 


= On bending knees implore his healing grace, 5 


Chaunt forth his praise, and venerate his name. i 


| Behold his life and learn from him to live; 


; 5 In death tin greater v view thy bleeding Lord, 


7 And imitate that worth thou canst not reach. 


7 Smooth « are his paths, and to conduct be 


F " The Gospel 8 holy light around thee sheds 


| It 8 mild effulgence. There behold thy God, 53555 


5 Nor from the radiant Guide avert « thy Eyes, 


8 Tho dangers threaten, and collecting clouds, 


. big with impending fate, obscure the Sky. 


| | For though upon the troubled waves of Life, f 


e Tost by the gale, thy shatter d vessel drifts. 


At the rude merey of contending storms os 


2 Though « on 1 thy eight th horizon blackens round, OE, | 


„ The Thunders roar, and Hell 8 capacious jaws 


NS Seem opening to devour thee—coward like | 


. Quit t not thy post, nor r suffer dark Dexpair | 


= 5 8 : To paralize the vigor « of thy a arm T 


5 Seize t the degerted a helm, and on | that Star 


Os Led a by it it” 8 s favoring 1 ray to calmer s seas, 


= Fann' a by the breeze of Faith thy bark chall 1 glide 


. To the blest haven of Eternal Peace, 5 


N 
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: A Cause of Mr. SEATON's Wits. 
3 Dated 08. 8, 1738. 


7 Give my K Ninghury Eſtate to th Univerh ity if Cambridge e 
N for ever: the Rents of which ſhall be diſpoſed of yearly by 
the ice-Chancellor for the time being, as he the Vice-Chancellor, 
21. FE Maſter of Clare-Hall, and the Greek Profe 72 for the time 
being, or any two of them ſhall agree. Which three perſons 
aforeſaid ral give out a Subject, co Subject ball 8 
Irſt Year be one or other of the Perfections or Attributes of the _ 
ES Supreme Being, and 2 the ſucceeding Years, till the Subject „ 
exhauſted; and afterwards the Subject ſball be either Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, Hell, Purity of Heart, &c. or whatever os 
_ elſe may be judged by the V. ice-Chanceller, Maſter of Clar * 3 
Hall, and Greek Profe er, to be moſt conductive to the honour SE TD 
9 8 of the Supreme Being and recommendation of Vi irtue. And „ 
bey ſhall yearly 222 of the Rent. of the above Eftate to that 
Maſter of Arts, Whoſe Poem on the Sub meet given ſhall „ 
5 beſt approved by them. Which Poem J ordain to be akvays 
In Engliſh, and to be pro inted; the expence of which ſhall „ 
dleducied out of the product of the Eftate, and the reſidue given C 
as a reward for the Compoſe 18 9 the Prem, or Ode, Gr - Copy Os 


. . L, Tſe. 


E the de e itten 4 1 Mr. 8B ATON 8 Ws ind, e 
for the Year 1798, to WIILIa Bor LANp, M. A. 6 
1 Trinity College. for his poem ON THE EPIPHANY; and direct : 


the faid Poem to be printed according to the Tenor of 
IE, the Will. 


| November. b; = . 7 3 V 3 ls 
| 2 | J. 1 teen, Maſter of Clare Hall. 
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